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Cloud Classification Notes
Clouds are classified based on:

1. _____________________________________________________________

2. _____________________________________________________________

1. Altitude

a)   Low Clouds - _____________________________________

b)   Mid level Clouds - _________________________________

a. High Clouds - ____________________________________

b. Clouds of vertical development

2. General Form

                  a)   Cirrus


      b)   Stratus


      c)   Cumulus

d)   The prefix Nimbo- or the suffix –nimbus is used to describe coulds that will produce __________________________.

Specific Cloud Types

High Clouds

1. Cirrus 
a. _____________, _____________ in appearance (hair like)
b. May look like ______________ ________________
c. Are created at temperatures ______________ ____________(no water droplets, only ice)
2. Cirrostratus
a. Thin ____________________________________covering most of the sky.
b. May cause a __________around the Sun
c. Often signifies an ___________________ ________________
3. Cirrocumulus

a. Milky white cloud, with a ___________________ ________________
b. May be _______________or __________________
Mid-Level Clouds

1. Altostratus
a. ________________, ___________________clouds
b. Composed of ________________ and __________
c. May signify _________________________________________________
2. Altocumulus
a. _______________ cloud with __________________ appearance
b. ____________or ____________ gray
c. Sometimes referred to as ‘__________________ __________’
Low Clouds

1. Stratus
a. __________, ____________ __________  clouds
b. May ____________________________________________ of the sky
c. Called _________ if is touches ______________________
d. ________________ may occur
2. Stratocumulus

a. __________, __________________ cloud with some _________ structure
b. May indicate ________________ _______________ with showers or ______
3. Cumulus

a. ____________ ______________clouds with _________ bottoms and ___________ tops (cauliflower)
b. Usually in a ___________ _________
c. Often called ‘_____________ ___________________ _____________’
Clouds of Vertical Development

1. Nimbostratus

a. _________________, _________________ cloud
b. Usually _______________ or _______________
c. Likely to produce ______________________________ or ___________________
2. Cumulonimbus

a. Very____________ cumulus cloud
b. ___________ _________________ , with ___________ shaped top
c. Produces ________________ _______________
d. May extend beyond 18000 m and produce ___________________ , ________, __________ or ___________________
