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Wonders of Weather

Tornado!  Hurricane!  Flood!
TORNADO!
1. Tornadoes form when warm weather from ___________________ hits cold air from _________________.  Warm air rises and cools forming rain, hail, and lightning.  Then a funnel spirals to the ground.

2. Tornadoes can happen anywhere in the world, but one third of them happen in the US in an area called _________________________.

3. Wind speeds of a tornado can be more than _________ mph.

LIGHTNING!
4. Scientists know how lightning begins.  TRUE
FALSE

5. Lightning that stays in the cloud and does not hit the ground is called  ____________ lightning.

6. Why does a lightning bolt appear to go upwards towards the sky?

7. Lightning strikes viewed above the clouds are called ______________.  They are still not fully understood.

8. Lightning has also been seen on other planets, for example, ______________.
RAIN and FLOOD!
9.  Water is so deadly because it is so _____________.

10. As the sun beats down on the ocean, sea water evaporates to form invisible _______________________.

11.  Waves throw _____________ crystals into the air which helps to make rain by acting as condensation nuclei.  _______________ from fires also helps make rain.

12.  Rain starts off at the top of a cloud in the form of _____________________ because it is so cold in the upper atmosphere.

HURRICANE!
13. Hurricane comes from the Indian word “huracan” which means ________________.

14. Hurricanes can be classified as one of ________ categories.

15.  A hurricane’s most deadly weapon is the ______________________, which sucks up sea water into a bulge that can sometimes be as high as 25 feet!  This phenomenon is responsible for 90% of all hurricane deaths.

16.  Hurricanes start as the sun heats up the _____________ .  Heat rises and creates great thunderclouds.  Suction pulls in nearby winds which spiral in a ________________________ direction due to the ______________ effect.  

17. If you look up in the eye of a hurricane you will see _____________________ surrounded by _________________________.

18. A hurricane will die out and lose energy when… ____________________________________________________________.

19. Scientists think that perhaps _________________________ is causing the oceans to heat, therefore increasing the number of hurricanes in recent years.


Earth Science 11 – Atmosphere Unit


